
 

3344-28-06 Conducting the investigation.  

 

(A) Purpose of the investigation 

 

The purpose of the investigation is to explore in detail the 

allegations, to examine the evidence in depth, and to determine 

specifically whether academic research misconduct has been 

committed, and if so, the responsible person and the seriousness of 

the misconduct.  The investigation also will determine whether 

there are additional instances of possible academic research 

misconduct that would justify broadening the scope beyond the 

initial allegations.  This is particularly important where the alleged 

misconduct involves clinical trials, or potential harm to human 

subjects or the public, or if it affects research that forms the basis 

for public policy, clinical practice, or public health practice.  The 

findings of the investigation will be set forth in an investigation 

report. 

 

(B) Sequestration of the research records 

 

The research integrity officer shall immediately sequester any 

additional pertinent research records not previously sequestered 

during the inquiry process.  This sequestration should occur before 

or at the time the respondent is notified that an investigation has 

begun.  The need for additional sequestration of records may occur 

for any number of reasons; for example, the university’s decision 

to investigate additional allegations not considered during the 

inquiry stage may require additional documentation contained 

within the research records, or the inquiry process may identify 

additional research records that will be needed during the 

investigation. 

 

(C) 
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practicable, the research integrity officer, in consultation with other 

university officials as appropriate, will appoint an investigation 

committee. 

 

(E) Appointees may not have served on the inquiry committee.  The 

investigation committee should consist of at least three individuals 

who do not have any real or apparent conflicts of interest with the 

respondent or the case in question.  The members of the 

investigation committee shall have the necessary expertise to 
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occurred and, if so, to what extent, who was responsible, 





 

 

 

3344-28-06  5 

(2) Complainant 

 

The research integrity officer shall provide the 

complainant, if they are identifiable, with those portions of 

the draft investigation report that address the complainant’s 

role and opinions in the investigation.  The report should be 

modified in its final version, as appropriate, based on the 

complainant’s comments. 

 

(3) Confidentiality 

 

In distributing the draft report, or portions, thereof, to the 

respondent and to the complainant, the research integrity 

officer shall inform the recipient of the confidentiality 

under which the draft report is made available.  The 

research integrity officer may establish reasonable 

conditions to ensure such confidentiality insofar as 

permitted by the law of the state of Ohio.  For example, the 

research integrity officer may request that the recipient sign 

a confidentiality statement or to come to his or her office to 

review the report. 

 

(4) Transmittal of the final investigation report 

 

After comments have been received and the necessary 

changes, if any, have been made in the draft report, the 

investigation  committee should transmit the final report 

with attachments, including the respondent’s and the 

complainant’s  comments, to the deciding official, through 

the research integrity officer. 

 

(5) Decision by institutional official 

 

Based on the findings presented in the final investigation 

report, the deciding official shall determine whether 

misconduct has occurred, and what sanctions or 

administrative actions are to be undertaken. 
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