
Harlan M. Sands was appointed the seventh president of Cleveland State University through a 
unanimous vote by the CSU Board of Trustees on January 29, 2018. He will assume his new 
role on July 1, 2018. 

With nearly two decades of experience as an administrator and faculty member at urban 
research universities, President-elect Sands is a highly regarded and widely respected higher 
education leader. He has a proven track record of advancing academic excellence, elevating 
faculty endeavors, championing research, and aligning strategies and operations to meet the 
emerging needs of higher education in the 21st century.




